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: The Atmosphere in Santiago 


1. The air of apprehension and uncertainty is quite 
evident, even after the Christian Democratic Party (PDC) had 
worked out an agreement with the Popular Unity (UP) for con- 
stitutional reforms which are supposed to guarantee the con- 
tinuation of a democratic system of government. (This agree- 







/ 4. I came in direct contact with two hotels. One was 

fi^* st- rate, the Carrera, and the other about second or third- 
rate, the Kent. (The latter is more like a furnished apart- 
ment house. ) . Both were more than one -half empty. Without 
elicitation from my part, receptionists, bartenders, waiters 
and waitresses, elevator operators, and bell boys, expressed 
their belief that Allende's assumption of power spelled the 
Hoorn of.iheif“'trade and of "fr e e“dom7 of “movement and “express* 
sion. Along with their fear they often told me that the UP's 
agreement to work out constitutional reforms was meaning- 
less, since the UP had much too clearly, and repeatedly, 
announced what their program was; and this program left 
no doubt that they want a system such as the one that prevails 
in Cuba and the Soviet Union. 


.5i I had known Chileans before, and had found them 
rather gay and happy; people who like to joke, with a sharp 
sense of humor that often favors sarcastic wit. The Chileans 
I came across this time were not that way. I could not con- 
verse with anyone for more than a few sentences without 
them bringing up their apprehension about the future. A fre- 
quent expression was "if I had the means, to get out of the 
country, I would. " Hopes that the military would prevent 
Allende's assumption of power were often mentioned, but 
with feelings that this is not likely to happen. Rather than 
apathy, I found great concern; but also little faith ; that any- 

ration. 


thing might happen to prevent Allende's inauguration, despite 
the fact that the Chileans I talked to were. keenly aware of 
Allende’s narrow margin of victory and of the clear absolute 
majority the two non-Marxist candidates had against Allende. 


